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Introduction
California is overtaxed, its state and local governments are constantly looking for

new ways to raise taxes, and productive citizens and businesses are leaving at ever

accelerating rates.

This state of affairs is not new and perhaps over the years it’s gotten worse

gradually enough that it was possible to ignore like the proverbial frog in the pot.

However, now the deterioration of California has begun to accelerate so rapidly

that even those who support the status quo have been forced to acknowledge that

something is indeed wrong.

Following a report by the Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC), detailing an

exodus of our state’s highest earners and largest taxpayers, longtime Los Angeles

Times political columnist George Skelton stated:

Until now, we’ve been in denial, telling ourselves that college-educated,

upper-income people weren’t leaving. Our progressive tax base and
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growing economy were secure. The departees were lower- to

middle-income people who weren’t the heavy taxpayers or big job

producers.

Everyone seemed to buy into that, although many could cite anecdotal

evidence to the contrary.

I plead guilty.1

Today, California’s claimed $97.5 billion surplus has turned into a $22 billion deficit

— a massive number but still less than the $30+ billion California’s Employment

Development Department (EDD) distributed to scammers during the pandemic.

The rate at which companies are leaving California has doubled and companies

large and small are fleeing to more business-friendly locales like Texas and Florida.

Speaking of Texas, while Sacramento now must deal with the budget shortfall

caused by excessive spending and exacerbated by the loss of all the companies

chased away, Texas is currently reporting a nearly $33 billion surplus.2,3

Given this state of affairs, wouldn’t now be an appropriate time to examine the

ways that our state wastes taxpayer money or commits acts of fraud or abuse

against the citizens our representatives are elected to serve?

Follow the Money discusses numerous instances of California’s leaders failing to

properly manage the people’s hard-earned money and failing to conduct

themselves with integrity.

While political factions seem to get more polarized every day, surely we can all

agree our elected leaders should take the responsibility of managing our

hard-earned taxpayer dollars seriously.
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Bureaucracy & Corruption
Governor Newsom solicited nearly $227 million from private companies
1/14/22

Gavin Newsom has requested hundreds of millions of dollars in donations for

”legislative, governmental or charitable” purposes from individuals and entities,

including corporations that have business before the state, according to a report by

the Fair Political Practices Commission, or FPPC. The report relates to donations

during 2020, when nearly $227 million was given at the behest of the governor to

support his priorities during the pandemic. The top contributors were Facebook

and Blue Shield, which gave $27 million and $20 million respectively. These

donation requests, officially known as “behested payments,” are legal but also raise

legitimate questions about whether they create conflicts of interest when these

same companies are the subject of legislation or consideration for state contracts.

While the 2020 total was unusually high, behested payments are common at all

times in California government and bear watching. Using behested payments,
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Newsom raised $12.1 million in 2019, $15 million in 2021, and $34.5 million in

2022.4,5

LA DA’s failure to do his job leads to mass thefts of packages from trains
1/15/22

After a surge in robberies targeting its trains, Union Pacific

railroad sent a letter to Los Angeles District Attorney George

Gascón citing his order to stop prosecuting certain thefts as

being responsible for thefts of numerous UPS, Amazon, and

FedEx packages. Images of the area around the tracks

littered with boxes from the stolen goods went viral around

the world.6

Bay Area county pays woman $2.45 million to write book she allegedly
plagiarized from Wikipedia
5/5/22

Santa Clara County paid over $2 million for an employee to write a 580-page

manuscript on the history of the county, but large portions of this manuscript have

been reported to have been plagiarized from Wikipedia, from various newspapers,

and from the county itself. This already expensive project was made even more

expensive by a two-year delay that caused the project’s timeline to be extended.

Meanwhile, the Mercury News reported even if the book is published it is unclear

where it will be available besides the county office and archives.7
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Junkets …
7/14/22

As is unfortunately nothing

new, California politicians

jetted around the world on

junkets that were paid for

by various special interests.

Iceland, Ireland, and Israel

were among the

destinations legislators

enjoyed at no cost to

themselves. Such trips give lobbyists and special interest representatives access to

politicians that is not available to regular citizen taxpayers, thus giving them an

unfair advantage when their business is discussed in official proceedings.8,9

EDD fraud estimated at $32.6 billion and still rising
10/6/22

While regular Californians struggled to access relief during the pandemic,

scammers and even inmates on death row were found to have been able to receive

unemployment funds from the state. The extent of the fraud has continued to grow

as more information is uncovered, and an investigation by Sacramento-based

KCRA-3 has now put the total at over $30 billion.10
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California launches $25 million “guaranteed income” pilot program
9/15/22

“Guaranteed income” is a controversial concept where individuals receive free

money with no strings attached. The concept has been promoted by various

nonprofits and adopted on a local basis in several California cities, but now the

state will provide $25 million to expand this program statewide. Pregnant women

and foster youth will be among nearly 2,000 Californians who will receive $600 to

$1,200 monthly checks for up to 18 months.

Although earlier programs were funded with donations from foundations, this is

the first program funded by taxpayer dollars. As this is a pilot program,

Sacramento’s goal is to implement such a program on a much grander scale.

Taxpayers should be wary.11,12

Legislators champion environmental laws — that they ignore themselves
12/7/22

While legislators representing California’s supermajority party continually pat

themselves on the back for “saving the environment,” a recent court ruling found

their Capitol reconstruction project to be in violation of the state’s CEQA law, the

“California Environmental Quality Act.” The plan in question, which is the subject of

four lawsuits, would spend over $1 billion in taxpayer dollars to knock down the

portion of the State Capitol where legislators’ offices are located and rebuild it.

Under the plan, the size of this portion of the building would nearly double, from

325,000 to 525,000 square feet. Specifically, the state was found to have failed to

consider alternative options and to properly solicit and consider input from the

public.13
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Education
San Mateo Community College administrator admits using district resources for
political purposes
1/6/22

A San Mateo Community College Vice Chancellor admitted to using district

resources for political purposes in a plea agreement that saw authorities drop

embezzlement and perjury charges against him. The administrator had been

charged with a total of 15 felonies. A district representative stated the

administrator was placed on leave.14

77 percent of school districts refuse to disclose employee pay
2/4/22

A law passed in 2014 was intended to require all

public agencies to disclose employee pay, but most

school districts currently use a loophole

inadvertently created by another law to opt out of

this requirement. Following the revelation that a

school district administrator was able to use a

series of unusual perks to amass a $700,000 salary

in 2020 and 2021, a bipartisan group of legislators

introduced a bill to require disclosure once and for

all. The bill, SB 924, died in the Assembly.15,16
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Community colleges fail to report data on fake enrollments
5/22/22

Following reports in 2021 that 65,000 bots, which are potentially connected to

online scammers, had attempted to enroll at California community colleges and

receive financial aid, the Chancellor demanded colleges report data on the situation

as part of an investigation. However, the deadline for reporting this data passed

with nearly 40 percent of colleges failing to respond and 15 percent failing to even

fill out preliminary surveys. All nine community colleges in Los Angeles County were

among those failing to report.17,18

Much of $33 billion in COVID money given to California schools unaccounted for
6/9/22

A CalMatters investigation into how COVID money given to California schools was

spent was unable to get answers from many school districts including Oakland, San

Francisco, and Los Angeles. Oakland, which refused to provide records in response

to the request, was previously found by state officials to have misspent $1 million in

COVID funds.19

San Gabriel Valley school district official and consulting firm CEO charged with
$1.4 million embezzlement scheme
8/23/22

A former superintendent of Bassett Unified School District, in L.A. County’s San

Gabriel Valley, and a consulting firm CEO were charged with a scheme to divert a

portion of a $30 million school construction bond for their own gain. An
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investigation by the District Attorney’s office alleged that $1 million of invoices had

been approved for work that was never actually done as part of the scheme.20

Energy and the Environment
$200 million likely lost to recycling fraud
1/10/22

A Consumer Watchdog investigation into recycling fraud found the state loses $200

million a year to scammers bringing in trash from out of state and mixing extra

materials with cans and bottles to increase its weight. The advocacy group also

noted that CalRecycle, the agency responsible for overseeing this program has

conducted 62,259 audits, investigations, and inspections over the past decade, of

which the agency has recovered $1,611 per action — likely less than the cost to

taxpayers of each investigation itself.21

State can’t keep the lights on and predicts it will probably get worse
5/6/22

Although the state is already experiencing rolling blackouts and skyrocketing costs

due to policymakers’ drive to transition entirely to “green power,” state energy

officials are forecasting that these problems will get worse in the years ahead. By

2025, officials from three state agencies and the governor’s office warned,

California will have an energy capacity shortfall of 1,800 MW, and consumers will

furthermore be hit with electricity rate increases from four to nine percent annually

between now and 2025.22
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Sacramento offers $9,500 payouts to electric car buyers
6/22/22

Sacramento’s taxpayer-funded “Clean Cars 4 All” program is offering low-income

residents almost $10,000 to pay toward buying an electric car. Given the high cost

of buying everything else, including electricity, a high-priced electric car is probably

not high up on the list of things most low-income residents want.23

Ban on the sale of gas-powered cars plus $20,000 fines
8/25/22

The California Air Resources Board voted to require all new vehicles sold in

California to be electric by 2035. The agency furthermore mandated that by 2026,

one-third of all vehicles sold must be electric (only 16 percent of vehicles sold in

California in the first three months of 2022 were electric). Failure to meet this target

could cost automakers fines of $20,000 per vehicle sold short of that goal.

This regulatory mandate ignores the question of whether one-third of auto buyers

actually want an electric car with its inherent limitations related to costs and range.

The mandate furthermore ignores the issue of whether the state’s power grid,

which is already struggling to reliably supply power, can handle the additional

demand that would be caused by these new vehicles. Tesla CEO Elon Musk has

stated electricity production would need to double to accommodate an all-electric

vehicle fleet.24
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California bans gas heaters and furnaces by 2030
10/23/22

When a Federal agency official said a ban on gas

stoves was “on the table,” outrage ensued and the

White House was quick to distance itself, stating that

it would not support a ban. However, last year the

California Air Resources Board moved ahead with a

similar plan to ban gas water heaters and furnaces by

2030. The state is offering subsidies of up to $4,885 to

get homeowners to switch to electric heat pump

water heaters, although of course these subsidies are not free money but are

ultimately paid for by taxpayers. 25,26,27

Housing and Homelessness
$700,000+ homes for select Los Angeles homeless
2/24/22

An audit of a $1.2 billion bond program that promised voters 10,000 units of new

housing for Los Angeles’ homeless population found that only 1,200 homes had

been built since the spending was approved in 2016, while the number of homeless

residents in the city rose from an estimated 28,000 to about 41,000. Of the homes

built, 14 percent came at a cost of over $700,000 each and one project under

development was estimated at $837,000 per unit.28,29

11



LA homeless agency fails at counting
10/26/22

Los Angeles officials called for an “evaluation” of

the accuracy of the annual count of the homeless

population conducted by the Los Angeles

Homeless Services Authority after the results of

its point-in-time count were disputed by City

Council members, Rand Corp. surveyors and

residents.

For example, the report stated that the number of homeless people in the

northwest quarter of Venice living in tents, cars, or RVs had dropped from 509 to 0,

while the situation on the ground still clearly showed many such homeless

individuals present in exactly these conditions.

The Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) is responsible for managing

more than $800 million in annual spending of federal, state, county and city

taxpayer dollars.30,31,32

San Francisco homeless nonprofit embroiled in scandal - again
11/17/22

A nonprofit that controls nearly $28 million in public funds intended to provide

housing for the homeless was accused by San Francisco officials of improperly

collecting rent and allowing housing to be illegally sold to residents. The current

charges against the United Council of Human Services come after a 2017 report by

city auditors found financial mismanagement by the same group. The politically

connected CEO of the nonprofit dismissed the charges as being motivated solely by
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her race and gender. Perhaps a good question to start with is why did this nonprofit

continue to receive taxpayer dollars after the issues found in the 2017 audit?33,34

LA wants to spend $100 million putting homeless in motels
12/20/22

An initiative by L.A. mayor Karen Bass to spend $100 million getting the city’s 40,000

plus homeless residents off the street by moving them into motels faced strenuous

opposition from motel owners, who expressed concerns that the city would not

commit to reimbursing them for damage caused to rooms by homeless residents.

The motel owners cited the costs and problems they experienced with an earlier,

similar effort, Project Roomkey. If the city agrees to reimbursement for damages,

taxpayers could be on the hook for even more than the proposed $100 million.35

Infrastructure
Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) projects $1.2 billion deficit
2/10/22

Prior to the pandemic causing increasing numbers of Bay Area residents to begin

working from home, BART’s ridership was already declining. Ridership has not

rebounded to its pre-pandemic levels and officials are projecting a $1.2 billion

deficit by fiscal year 2032. Now policymakers are considering a $100 billion tax

increase to support BART and other regional transit systems in spite of declining

ridership. Voters would have to approve the tax increase, which could be on the

ballot in 2024.36
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“High speed rail” cost estimates continue to rise
2/15/22

While voters narrowly approved a plan

to construct high speed rail in California,

the plan they approved stated the total

cost would be $45 billion, with state

taxpayers on the hook for $10 billion of

this cost and the rest to come from

private and Federal funds. Private

investors unsurprisingly have not

provided funds to the ongoing boondoggle of a project and the California High

Speed Rail Authority itself has revised its cost estimate up to $100 billion. Many

observers predict the total cost could ultimately rise to twice that. Estimates for the

San Jose to San Francisco segment alone have more than tripled to an estimated

$5.3 billion. It’s also worth noting that multiple revisions have resulted in a plan that

is no longer truly “high speed” but now includes numerous slower portions.37

LA public transit gets even more unsafe
9/17/22

Surging crime is a problem throughout Los Angeles and crime on local trains and

buses is not new. However, as crime has risen throughout the city so also has it

gotten worse on public transit. Ridership on the L.A. Metro system is down overall

from pre-pandemic levels but women especially have declined to return to riding

buses and trains due to safety concerns. Homelessness, on the rise throughout Los

Angeles, likewise has impacted transit with homeless individuals using trains,

stations and their parking lots to take shelter.

14



In addition to safety concerns, declining ridership may also be caused by design

and planning of transit stations. Transit designers point out that while in other

locations around the world transit stops often include retail and food service

vendors, L.A.’s transit stops do not, thus making riders feel isolated.38,39

Conclusions
Albert Einstein famously said the definition of insanity is doing the same thing over

and over again and expecting a different result.

Although it includes numerous examples where our government has failed, Follow

the Money is not a report that is intended simply to criticize or find fault. The

purpose is to expose these examples of waste, fraud, and abuse so that we can

have a conversation about how we can do better.

Surely, Californians from all political vantage points can agree that we want our

leaders to spend our money effectively in ways that make our state a better place

to live, and not squander taxpayer dollars. It’s up to all of us to hold government

accountable for how it spends our money.

Once, California was a place people from all over America wanted to move to. Now

we are in the throes of the greatest west-east migration in American history as

Californians flee. Can California be saved? Unequivocally, despite the challenges

before us, the answer is yes, but it depends on citizens getting involved, demanding

accountability, and talking to their friends and neighbors.

One way you can start is by sharing our Follow the Money report with friends or

posting a link to it on social media. The first step to solving a problem is

acknowledging that it exists.

15



About the Author
Eric Eisenhammer serves as Director of Grassroots Operations at Howard Jarvis

Taxpayers Foundation and is CEO of Dauntless Communications. Eric earned his

Master of Public Policy Administration from Sacramento State University and

Baccalaureate in Business Administration with an emphasis in Finance from

California State University, Northridge. He has worked on numerous political

campaigns around California and Nevada, and has served as a legislative aide and

Senate Fellow in the Sacramento State Capitol.

Media Contact
Susan Shelley, Vice President of Communications at Howard Jarvis Taxpayers

Foundation. She can be reached at susan@hjta.org and (213) 384-9656.

Endnotes
1 Skelton George. Los Angeles Times. “California’s Population Is Declining, and High-Income Earners Have

Joined the Exodus, by George Skelton.” Press of Atlantic City,

pressofatlanticcity.com/opinion/columnists/californias-population-is-declining-and-high-income-earner

s-have-joined-the-exodus-by-george-skelton/article_301c8788-5f41-560f-ae2c-f1009c8db520.html.

2 Neeley, Brian. “Report Says Rate of Business Exodus from California Is Accelerating - Business News.”

BusinessNews, 30 Oct. 2022,

biz.crast.net/report-says-rate-of-business-exodus-from-california-is-accelerating/.

3 Ford, Karen, Brooks Harper, Yuriko Schumacher and Alex Ford. “How Could Texas Spend Its Record

$32.7 Billion Surplus?” The Texas Tribune, 13 Mar. 2023,

www.texastribune.org/2023/03/13/texas-budget-surplus/.

16



4 Guest Author. “Tech Companies Spend Millions on California Political Gifts.” Santa Monica Daily Press,

14 Jan. 2022, smdp.com/2022/01/14/tech-companies-spend-millions-on-california-political-gifts/.

5 “Behested Payments Search.” California Fair Political Practices Commission,

www.fppc.ca.gov/transparency/form-700-filed-by-public-officials/behested-payments2.html.

6 McFarland, Matt and Cheri Mossburg. CNN. “Thieves in LA Are Looting Freight Trains Filled with

Packages from UPS, FedEx and Amazon.” CNN, 15 Jan. 2022,

www.cnn.com/2022/01/14/economy/la-freight-railroad-theft/index.html.

7 Bartlett, Amanda. “Bay Area Woman Paid to Write County Book, Reportedly Copied Wikipedia.”

SFGATE, 5 June 2022,

www.sfgate.com/politics/article/Jean-McCorquodale-plagiarizes-Bay-Area-book-17221009.php.

Accessed 17 Apr. 2023.

8 Hoeven, Emily. “Capitol Bracing for Social Media Showdown.” CalMatters, 14 July 2022,

calmatters.org/newsletters/whatmatters/2022/07/california-social-media-law/

9 Luz, Rivaz. “Assemblywoman Luz Rivas to Lead Legislative Delegation to Iceland.” California Foundation

on the Environment and the Economy, 8 Apr. 2022,

www.cfee.net/_files/ugd/b68be0_a87ecc0714e04088b095f3a915ce1b0e.pdf.

10 Manoucheri, David. “Analysis Shows California EDD Fraud at $32.6 Billion and Counting.” KCRA, 6 Oct.

2022, www.kcra.com/article/analysis-edd-fraud-326-billion-and-counting/41281662#.

11 Vacar, Tom. “California Awards $25M to Guaranteed Income Programs across State.” KTVU FOX 2, 21

Nov. 2022, www.ktvu.com/news/california-awards-25m-to-guaranteed-income-programs-across-state.

12 Gary, Jesse. “Mountain View Launches Guaranteed Basic Income Pilot Program.” KTVU FOX 2, 15 Sept.

2022, www.ktvu.com/news/mountain-view-launches-guaranteed-income-pilot-program.

13 Grimes, Katy. “Judge Halts California Capitol Annex Remodel over ca Environmental Law Violations.”

California Globe, 7 Dec. 2022,

californiaglobe.com/articles/judge-halts-california-capitol-annex-remodel-over-ca-environmental-law-vi

olations/. Accessed 17 Apr. 2023.

17



14 “San Mateo Community College Vice Chancellor Pleads No Contest in Corruption Case.” CBS News, 6

Jan. 2022,

www.cbsnews.com/sanfrancisco/news/san-mateo-community-college-vice-chancellor-pleads-no-contes

t-corruption-case/.

15 Henry, Jason. “New Bill Would Close Loophole Used by School Districts to Hide How Much They Pay.”

Orange County Register, 4 Feb. 2022.

16 “SB-924 Local Educational Agencies: Financial Transactions: Annual Compensation:

Reporting.(2021-2022).” California Legislative Information, California State Legislature,

leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billVotesClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB924.

17 Teresa Watanabe and Colleen Shalby “More than 65,000 Fake Students Applied for Financial Aid in

Wide Community College Scam.” Los Angeles Times, 1 Sept. 2021,

www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-09-01/california-college-financial-aid-scam-fake-students.

18 Shalby, Colleen. “Dozens of Community Colleges Failed to Turn over Fraud Data on Possible Fake

Enrollment.” Los Angeles Times, 22 Mar. 2022,

www.latimes.com/california/story/2022-03-22/some-community-colleges-havent-shared-application-fra

ud-data-months-since-rise-in-bot-enrollment.

19 Hong, Robert Lewis, Joe. “Secrecy Shrouds Pandemic Spending at Some California Schools.”

CalMatters, 9 June 2022,

calmatters.org/education/2022/06/california-schools-stimulus-funds-oversight/. Accessed 17 Apr. 2023.

20Hong, Robert Lewis, Joe. “Secrecy Shrouds Pandemic Spending at Some California Schools.”

CalMatters, 9 June 2022,

calmatters.org/education/2022/06/california-schools-stimulus-funds-oversight/. Accessed 17 Apr. 2023.

21 Elias, Thomas. “California Loses $200 Million a Year to Recycling Fraud, 5 or 10 Cents at a Time.” The

Desert Sun, 10 Jan. 2022,

www.desertsun.com/story/opinion/2022/01/10/californias-recycling-scandal-isnt-just-nickel-and-dime-f

raud/9159015002/.

18



22 Groom, Nichola. “California Says It Needs More Power to Keep the Lights On.” Reuters, 6 May 2022,

www.reuters.com/world/us/california-says-it-needs-more-power-keep-lights-2022-05-06/.

23 Vera, Vicente, and Katie Kim. “Sacramento Offering up to $9,500 for Hybrid, Electric Car Purchases.”

ABC 10, 22 June 2022,

www.abc10.com/article/news/local/sacramento/sacramento-offering-up-to-9500-hybrid-electric-cars/1

03-9e7e1742-de6d-47e9-ba41-7e7370d5c165.

24 Casiano, Louis. “California Board Moves to Ban Gas-Powered Cars by 2035 in Favor of Electric

Vehicles.” FOXBusiness, 25 Aug. 2022,

www.foxbusiness.com/politics/california-ban-gas-powered-cars-electric.

25 Kelety, Josh. “FACT FOCUS: Biden Administration Isn’t Banning Gas Stoves.” AP NEWS, 12 Jan. 2023,

apnews.com/article/biden-united-states-government-us-consumer-product-safety-commission-ap-fact-

check-texas-2003dcf8d0bee8ddf45080186b2e0c7b.

26 Melillo, Gianna. “What Does a Ban on Natural Gas Appliances Mean for Homeowners?” The Hill, 27

Sept. 2022,

thehill.com/changing-america/sustainability/energy/3663271-what-does-a-ban-on-natural-gas-applianc

es-mean-for-homeowners/.

27 Wells, Caleigh. “California Plans to Phase out New Gas Heaters by 2030.” NPR, 23 Sept. 2022,

www.npr.org/2022/09/23/1124511549/california-plans-to-phase-out-new-gas-heaters-by-2030.

28 Associated Press. “Los Angeles Is Spending up to $837,000 to House a Single Homeless Person.” KTLA

5, 24 Feb. 2022,

ktla.com/news/los-angeles-is-spending-up-to-837000-to-house-a-single-homeless-person/.

29 Klein, Ezra. “Opinion | the Way Los Angeles Is Trying to Solve Homelessness Is “Absolutely Insane.””

The New York Times, 23 Oct. 2022,

www.nytimes.com/2022/10/23/opinion/los-angeles-homelessness-affordable-housing.html.

19



30 Barnes, Rachel. “Botched LA Homeless Count Raises Concerns about Accuracy: Report.” Patch, 26

Sept. 2022,

patch.com/california/los-angeles/botched-la-homeless-count-raises-concerns-accuracy-report.

31 Wallace, Danielle, and Fox News. “Los Angeles Officials Challenge Accuracy of Latest Homelessness

Count, Demand Audit: Reports.” New York Post, 26 Sept. 2022,

nypost.com/2022/09/26/los-angeles-officials-demand-audit-on-homelessness-count/.

32 “About.” LAHSA | Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority, www.lahsa.org/about.

33 Swan, Rachel. “S.F. Alerts FBI to Nonprofit after Housing Access for Homeless Is Illegally Sold to

Residents.” San Francisco Chronicle, 17 Nov. 2022,

www.sfchronicle.com/sf/article/S-F-audit-finds-severe-problems-and-missing-17592603.php.

34 Swan, Rachel. “CEO of S.F. Nonprofit Accused of Mishandling Public Money Is No Stranger to

Controversy.” San Francisco Chronicle, 19 Nov. 2022,

www.sfchronicle.com/sf/article/CEO-of-S-F-nonprofit-accused-of-mishandling-17596479.php.

35 Symon, Evan. “LA Motel Owners Fight Back against Mayor Bass’ Homeless Housing Plans.” California

Globe, 20 Dec. 2022,

californiaglobe.com/articles/la-hotel-motel-owners-fight-back-against-mayor-bass-homeless-housing-pl

ans/.

36 Cano, Ricardo. “BART Faces Its “Most Challenging Revenue Outlook” in History as Low Ridership

Numbers Persist.” San Francisco Chronicle, 10 Feb. 2022,

www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/BART-faces-its-most-challenging-revenue-16849200.php.

37 Kamisher, Eliyahu. “$5.3 Billion: San Jose to San Francisco High-Speed Rail Costs Balloons by over

200%.” Mercury News, 6 Winter 2022,

www.mercurynews.com/2022/06/16/bay-areas-high-speed-rail-is-closer-than-ever-but-the-price-tag-is-

exploding/.

38 Miranda, Carolina A. “L.A. Metro Has Problems besides Crime and Ridership: It’s in the Design.” Los

Angeles Times, 17 Sept. 2022,

20



www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/newsletter/2022-09-17/l-a-metro-has-a-design-problem-essential

-arts-arts-culture.

39 Toohey, Grace. “Women’s Ridership down on L.A. Metro, and Satisfaction with Buses, Trains Falls.”

Los Angeles Times, 4 Nov. 2022,

www.latimes.com/california/story/2022-11-04/female-ridership-on-la-metro-down-satisfaction-with-co

unty-buses-drops.

21


